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The Dominican Republic got another
gold medal in the recent Pan American
Games held in Rio de Janeiro. 30 year old
Wendy Cruz rode the ride of his life and
stunned spectators when he caught up
with, and then overtook the favourites in

the last stage to win the race.
The 156km race was 8 laps of the

19.5km flat circuit at Flamengo Park and
took place on the eighth day of the Pan-
Am games on Saturday July 21st, 2007

Cruz, a sergeant in the Dominican Air
Force and father of two children, said that
he was as surprised as anyone. “It made a

huge impact on me. I never dreamed
I would win. I was concentrating on
the finishing line and when I crossed
it I couldn’t believe that I had won.
Amazing!”

Other Dominican cyclists who
took part in the
race were Augusta
Sánchez who came
30th, registering
3:38:30; Jorge
Pérez, in 37th
place, with a time
of 3:39:01, and
Rafael Germán,
46th with 3:38:22.

The photo
shows Wendy Cruz
in the
center,
w i t h
s i lver

medallist Trinidad and
Tobago's Emile
Abraham, left, and
bronze medallist Brazil's
Luciano Pagliarini.

Surprise victory for Dominican Cyclist
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